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This clinical tool, based on The AGS 2012 Updated Beers Criteria for Potentially Inappropriate
Medication Use in Older Adults (AGS 2012 Beers Criteria), has been developed to assist
healthcare providers in improving medication safety in older adults. Our purpose is to inform
clinical decision-making concerning the prescribing of medications for older adults in order to
improve safety and quality of care.

Originally conceived of in 1991 by the late Mark Beers, MD, a geriatrician, the Beers Criteria
catalogues medications that cause adverse drug events in older adults due to their
pharmacologic properties and the physiologic changes of aging. In 2011, the AGS undertook
an update of the criteria, assembling a team of experts and funding the development of the
AGS 2012 Beers Criteria using an enhanced, evidence-based methodology. Each criterion is
rated (quality of evidence and strength of evidence) using the American College of Physicians
Guideline Grading System, which is based on the GRADE scheme developed by Guyatt et al.
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The full document can be viewed online at:

http://www.americangeriatrics.org/files/documents/beers/PrintableBeersPocketCard.pdf
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